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Decision released from public excluded session 

Recommendation 

from (agenda 

report) 

Date of 

meeting 

Recommendation 

to (decision-

making meeting) 

Date of meeting 

Council 21/03/19 n/a 21/03/19 

Report Title and number 

Decision Report on the Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan 2019-

2029 

Documents released  

Decision CL/2019/034, Report R9984 and Attachments A2129140, A2145671, 

A2136847, A2136858, and A2136796 

Decision 

Resolved 

That the Council 

1. Receives the report Decision Report on the Tasman-

Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan 2019-2029 

(R9984) and its attachments (A2129140, A2145671, 

A2136847, A2136858, and A2136796); and 

2. Agrees that it is satisfied that there has been sufficient 

consultation in accordance with section 72 of the 

Biosecurity Act 1993 (the Act); and 

3. Agrees that the draft Plan specifies the matters listed in 

section 73(3) of the Biosecurity Act 1993 and otherwise 

complies with section 73 of the Act; and 

4. Agrees that it is satisfied that the draft Plan meets the 

requirement of section 74 of the Act (including not being 

inconsistent with the National Policy Direction 2015); and 

5. Approves, subject to Tasman District Council passing 

similar resolutions, amendments to the Plan Proposal and 

consequential changes to supporting documentation 

recommended by the Joint Regional Pest Management 

Committee by: 
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a. moving banana passion vine, old man’s beard, climbing 

asparagus and wild ginger from the Progressive 

Containment Programme into the Sustained Control 

Programme, and by  

b. including an additional rule in the remaining 

Progressive Containment Programmes requiring that 

landowners report and control these pests outside the 

mapped containment areas; and 

6. Adopts the Report of the Joint Regional Pest Management 

Committee titled ‘Tasman Nelson Regional Pest 

Management Plan – Plan Submissions, Councils Decision 

Report’, as the Council’s written report and decisions on 

the Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan 

under section 75(1)(2) and (3) of the Biosecurity Act 

1993; and 

7. Notifies, subject to Tasman District Council passing 

similar resolutions, submitters and the public of its 

decision on the Tasman Nelson Regional Pest 

Management Plan, in accordance with section 75(4) of the 

Biosecurity Act 1993, on 1 April 2019; and 

8. Agrees that Report (R9984), Attachments (A2129140, 

A2145671, A2136847, A2136858, and A2136796) and the 

decision be released from public excluded business once 

the Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan is 

publicly notified. 

Carried 
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Council 

21 March 2019 

 

 
REPORT R9984 

Decision Report on the Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest 
Management Plan 2019-2029 

       

 

Purpose of Report 

1.1 To:  

a)  consider the report of the joint Regional Pest Management 

Committee;  

b)  adopt the Tasman Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan 2019-
2029; and 

c)  decide to notify submitters and the public of the decision. 

2. Summary 

2.1 The proposal for a Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan 2017-
2027 was publicly notified for submissions on 4 November 2017. Once 

adopted this Plan will replace the existing Tasman Nelson Regional Pest 
Management Strategy 2012-2017. 

2.2 This report details the process followed to meet the requirements of the 

Biosecurity Act 1993 in developing the Plan. The Joint Committee has 
powers to recommend to both Councils the adoption of the final Tasman-

Nelson Pest Management Plan. 

2.3 The Plan is the principal document that governs how the Council will 
meet its pest management obligations under the Biosecurity Act 1993 

(the Act). It details those programmes that will be used to eradicate or 
manage unwanted pests that may otherwise pose a risk to our 

environment or economy. 

2.4 Council also undertakes pest management activity outside the provisions 
of the Act which includes service delivery and education. These activities 

do not form part of a regional pest management plan and will be 
separately documented in an operational plan. 

2.5 While the original proposed Plan aimed to be cost neutral, submitters 
requested a large number of additional pests be included or that pests 
already included are subject to more aggressive management and/or 
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over a larger area. The Joint Committee recommended accepting a small 
number of these requests where they clearly met the requirements of 

the Act and its associated National Policy Direction 2015 and where a 
serious biosecurity threat was present. 

2.6 The net increase in operational cost for biosecurity programmes equates 

to approximately 17% per annum ($40,000) for the Council and is 
detailed in section 5.16 of this report. For Tasman District Council a 15% 

increase in operational cost per annum ($88,000) is required. An 
additional $40,000 is proposed in the biosecurity budget for 2019/20 
Annual Plan. 

 
 

3. Recommendation 

That the Council 

1. Receives the report Decision Report on the 
Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management 
Plan 2019-2029 (R9984) and its attachments 

(A2129140, A2145671, A2136847, 
A2136858, and A2136796); and 

2. Agrees that it is satisfied that there has been 
sufficient consultation in accordance with 
section 72 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 (the 

Act); and 

3. Agrees that the draft Plan specifies the 

matters listed in section 73(3) of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993 and otherwise complies 
with section 73 of the Act; and 

4. Agrees that it is satisfied that the draft Plan 
meets the requirement of section 74 of the Act 

(including not being inconsistent with the 
National Policy Direction 2015); and 

5. Approves, subject to Tasman District Council 
passing similar resolutions, amendments to 
the Plan Proposal and consequential changes 

to supporting documentation recommended 
by the Joint Regional Pest Management 

Committee by: 

a. moving banana passion vine, old man’s 
beard, climbing asparagus and wild 

ginger from the Progressive Containment 
Programme into the Sustained Control 

Programme, and by  
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b. including an additional rule in the 
remaining Progressive Containment 

Programmes requiring that landowners 
report and control these pests outside 
the mapped containment areas; and 

6. Adopts the Report of the Joint Regional Pest 
Management Committee titled ‘Tasman 

Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan – Plan 
Submissions, Councils Decision Report’, as the 
Council’s written report and decisions on the 

Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management 
Plan under section 75(1)(2) and (3) of the 

Biosecurity Act 1993; and 

7. Notifies, subject to Tasman District Council 

passing similar resolutions, submitters and 
the public of its decision on the Tasman 
Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan, in 

accordance with section 75(4) of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993, on 1 April 2019; and 

8. Agrees that Report (R9984), Attachments 
(A2129140, A2145671, A2136847, 
A2136858, and A2136796) and the decision 

be released from public excluded business 
once the Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest 

Management Plan is publicly notified. 

 
 

 

4. Exclusion of the Public 

4.1 This report has been placed in the public excluded part of the agenda in 
accordance with section 48(1)(d) of the Local Government Official 

Information and Meetings Act 1987. The reason for withholding 
information in this report under this Act is: 

• Section 48(1)(d) That the exclusion of the public from the whole or 

the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting is necessary to 
enable the local authority to deliberate in private on its decision or 

recommendation in any proceedings to which this paragraph applies. 
 
Section 48(2)  

 
Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) applies to - 

 
(a) Any proceedings before a local authority where -  
 

(i) A right of appeal lies to any Court or tribunal against the final 
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decision of  the local authority in those proceedings; or 
 

 

5. Background 

5.1 On 21 September 2017 and 28 September 2017 respectively, Nelson City 
Council and Tasman District Council determined that the requirements of 
the Biosecurity Act 1993 (the Act) were met and publicly notified the 

Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan (the Proposal) on 4 
November 2017. Further submissions in support or opposition to original 

submissions were sought in early 2018. 

5.2 The joint Regional Pest Management Committee (Joint Committee) has 
met six times. It met to hear verbal submissions on the Proposal on 16 

April 2018. The submissions sought a number of additions and other 
changes to the Proposal and the Joint Committee gave direction on 

changes which are summarised in section 5.3 of this report. 

5.3 The Joint Committee then considered officer recommendations regarding 
submissions on 25 and 29 June, 2 July and again on 15 August 2018, 

including the completion of further analysis (as a result of the 
deliberations process) regarding aspects of the Proposal. 

5.4 Between mid-August and early November 2018 the Plan was rewritten to 
include the recommendations of the Joint Committee. In addition the 
supporting cost benefit analysis and National Policy Direction reports 

were altered so they were consistent with the Joint Committee 
recommendations and with the amended Plan. 

5.5 During October 2018 targeted consultation was undertaken with private 
landowners adjoining the Abel Tasman National Park to gauge their 

support for a Site Led Management Programme drafted (via the 
deliberations process) in response to submissions received. 

5.6 Also during October 2018 reports were prepared documenting 

compliance of the Plan and its step by step development process with the 
requirements of the Act and its associated National Policy Direction 2015. 

A record of the Joint Committee’s recommendations was also made 
forming the basis of the ‘Decision Report’ required by the Act. 

5.7 At its last meeting on 3 December 2018 the Joint Committee resolved to 

recommend the amended Plan to both Councils for their approval. This 
report presents the assembled documentation for the Council’s 

consideration, as required under section 75(1) of the Act. 

5.8 Since the last Joint Committee meeting a drafting error relating to rules 
for the progressive containment pests in the Plan was discovered. 

Amendments have been made to address this. 

5.9 The Joint Committee has satisfied itself that the Council can receive the 

attached documents as the decision version of the Plan. If the Council is 
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satisfied with the documents it can release its decisions on submissions 
(the essence of this report). From the date of notification of decisions, 

submitters will have 15 working days to appeal to the Environment 
Court. If there are no appeals then the Plan is ‘made’ and it becomes 
operative. 

5.10 Tasman District Council is considering a report recommending adoption 
of the Plan at its meeting on 28 March 2019. 

6. Discussion 

6.1 This report addresses the last step of the Plan making process. Changes 

were made to the Proposal as a consequence of Joint Committee 
recommendations (in response to submissions made). The Joint 
Committee approved all the reports received at the meeting on 3 

December 2018 and recommended to officers to prepare a final written 
report under section 75 of the Act. 

6.2 Opportunity was also taken to remove errors or inconsistencies in the 
Plan, clarify several points and to better align terminology and formatting 
with other regional council plans (where there was no consequential 

changes to the obligations of occupiers or the Councils). The Council 
should also note that photographs/images of each pest will be included in 

the final operative and published version of the Plan for completeness.  
An example of size and placement is shown for gorse in Table 7 in the 
amended Plan. 

 Key changes to the Notified Proposed Plan 

6.3 Key changes between the Proposal and the amended Plan are 

summarised as follows: 

5.3.1 Exclusion pests now include Ministry for Primary Industries 

(MPI) managed pest plants (Cape tulip, Johnson grass and 
water hyacinth, along with Phragmites) that have historically 
been recorded in the Tasman-Nelson area and are thought now 

to have been eradicated, however ongoing surveillance is 
needed. 

5.3.2 As a result of submissions from the farming and forestry 
sectors, good neighbour rules are created for gorse and broom, 
extending across most of the Tasman-Nelson Regions, including 

along the Tasman District/Marlborough District boundary (but 
excluding the Howard-St Arnaud area for which separate 

provision already apply). 

5.3.3 Change of status in the Plan for nine previously progressive 

containment pests (chocolate vine, Gunnera, Queensland 
poplar, yellow flag iris, yellow jasmine, banana passion vine, old 
man’s beard, climbing asparagus and wild ginger) which now 

become sustained control pests. The seven remaining 
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progressive containment pests, where occupier control rules 
apply, have been better defined and now include mapped 

containment areas (i.e. Bomarea, Chinese pennisetum, Nassella 
tussock, purple loosestrife, reed sweet grass, variegated thistle 
and white-edged nightshade). 

5.3.4 To address an error in the Plan discovered after the final 
meeting of the Joint Committee, banana passion vine, old man’s 

beard, climbing asparagus and wild ginger have been moved 
from the progressive containment programme into the 
sustained control programme as they are widespread outside 

the relevant containment areas. An additional rule has been 
included for remaining progressive containment pests to provide 

control of these pests outside the relevant containment areas 
shown on the Plan maps. 

5.3.5 Taiwan cherry, the two knotweeds and Sabella have been 
'upgraded' and moved into eradication programmes, requiring 
increased funding for service delivery by the respective 

Councils. 

5.3.6 Wilding conifer management proposals were removed from the 

Plan, primarily due to the Department of Conservation’s (DoC's) 
Mt Richmond Forest Park Strategy being prepared at the same 
time. It seemed illogical to establish another process to manage 

these and other wilding conifers in the Regions. However, the 
'door is left open' for wilding conifer management to be 

reviewed by plan change at any suitable time after the Plan 
becomes operative.  

5.3.7 Proposed wilding conifer site-led programmes were removed for 

Mt Richmond Forest Park and the Nelson Lakes National Park 
and Abel Tasman National Park, primarily due to the wilding 

conifer matters discussed in 5.3.6 above. However, wilding 
conifer issues in Abel Tasman and environs are partly addressed 
in a new site-led proposal outlined in point 5.3.8. The Taiwan 

cherry site-led proposal for the Nelson City (north-eastern area) 
essentially became redundant when Taiwan cherry was 

recommended to be moved to the eradication programme for 
the whole region, with control to be undertaken and funded by 
the two councils. 

5.3.8 Inclusion of a new site-led programme for Abel Tasman National 
Park and environs (the private land between the park and 

coast), with rules established for named pests (rosemary 
grevillea, Cotoneaster species, European holly, sycamore, 
kūmarahou and wilding Douglas fir) where occupiers have 

responsibilities for control. 

6.4 The amended Plan ‘clean version’ is attached as Attachment 1, showing 

what the operative Plan will look like when published. 
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 Policy and Legal Requirements 

6.5 The legal requirements around the regional pest management plan 

development process are specified in the Biosecurity Act 1993 and the 
National Policy Direction for Pest Management 2015.  The Act sets out 

the process that must be undertaken to prepare a regional pest 
management plan. Those steps must be completed in a sequential 
manner. These requirements are all addressed in this report and 

accompanying documentation. If the Council agrees to release its 
decision on the Plan, it must be satisfied all the matters outlined below 

are met. 

6.6 There are six steps in the Plan making process: 

• Section 70 - First step: plan initiated by proposal which sets out 

(among other things) the pests to be managed, the objective of 
management, the costs and benefits of management, who is affected 

by the Plan, any rules, and who pays; [achieved in November 2017]. 

• Section 71 - Second step: satisfaction on requirements that (among 

other things) the proposal is not inconsistent with the National Policy 

Direction 2015 (NPD), the proposal has merit, the pests are known to 
cause adverse effects, and the rules will assist in achieving the Plan’s 
objectives; [achieved during proposal process and through to 

deliberations]. 

• Section 72 - Third step: satisfaction with consultation or requirement 

for more consultation where the Councils consider that it is satisfied 
that parties who will be affected by the Plan have been consulted; 
[achieved via submissions on proposal, further submissions received 

and subsequent consultation process on the Abel Tasman site-led 
proposal at the 3 December 2018 Joint Committee meeting]. 

• Section 73 - Fourth step: approval of preparation of the Plan and 

decision on the management agency where, having been satisfied of 
the steps above, the Council approves the preparation of the Plan and 

decides who will manage the Plan; [recommended by the Joint 
Committee, to be confirmed through this report]. 

• Section 74 - Fifth step: satisfaction on content of the Plan and 

requirements to check that the Plan is still not inconsistent with the 
NPD and that the benefits outweigh the costs; [recommended by the 

Joint Committee, to be confirmed through this report]. See also 
Biosecurity Act 1993 section 74 requirements in full in Attachment 2. 

• Section 75 - Sixth step: decision on the Plan where, having been 

satisfied with steps 4 and 5, the Council approves the public release 
of the Plan and sets out in a report the reasons for accepting or 

rejecting submissions [this section 75 report]. 
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6.7 Compliance with the National Policy Direction (NPD) is a key 
requirement. The following steps have been undertaken to comply with 

the NPD, most of which overlap with section 74 [achieved]. 

 

NPD requirements Steps taken to comply 

Programme is 

described 

Checked that the types of programmes in 5.2 of the 

revised Plan Proposal comply with Clause 5 of the NPD. 

Objectives are set Checked that the contents of 5.1 and consequential 

sections 6.1 to 6.5 of the revised Plan Proposal comply 

with Clause 4 of the NPD. 

Benefits and costs are 

analysed 

Checked that the costs and benefits have been analysed 

in a manner that is consistent with the Directions in 

Clause 6 of the NPD. 

Funding rationale is 

noted 

Checked that the funding rationale described in Section 

9 of the revised Proposal has been developed in line 

with Clause 7 of the NPD and is adequate for 

implementation. 

Good Neighbour Rules 

(GNRs) are described 

Checked that the descriptions of GNRs in section 6.4 are 

in line with Clause 8 of the NPD. 

6.8 Legal review has confirmed that the Council has fulfilled the procedural 
requirements of sections 70 to 75 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 in 

preparing the Plan. 

6.9 Other key Joint Committee recommendations made but not contained in 

the above table are summarised below: 

• The Plan specifies that Tasman District Council is the management 

agency with overall responsibility for administering and implementing 

the Plan. It also notes that other parties have a lead responsibility for 
managing specified pests, in a partnership approach [achieved]. 

• The Plan contains some species that are managed by neighbouring 

councils in their regions. Submissions received, and subsequent 
deliberations on points raised and addressed, signal that the Plan is not 

inconsistent with their objectives, or any operative national pest 
management plan [achieved]. 

• The Plan is not inconsistent with any pathway management plan – only 

one is known, for protection of Fiordland’s marine values [achieved]. 

• Plans prepared under the Resource Management Act 1991 across the 

district/region generally permit activities regarded as ‘normal’ pest 
control and the Plan is not inconsistent with these documents 
[achieved]. 

• Every effort has been made to ensure the Plan is consistent with, or 

does not derogate, from other regulations [achieved]. 
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• Rules developed with occupier obligations for control form a key part of 

achieving progressive containment, sustained control and site-led 

objectives. Other rules and requirements assist with meeting exclusion 
and eradication objectives. Staff do not believe the Plan trespasses 
unduly on the rights of individuals [achieved]. 

 Biosecurity Act 1993 procedure followed 

6.10 Officers have analysed how the requirements of sections 72, 73 and 74 

of the Biosecurity Act 1993 above have been met by the draft amended 
Plan. The report ‘Biosecurity Act 1993 sections 72, 73 and 74 Analyses 

(satisfaction of Plan requirements)’ is attached as Attachment 3. 

6.11 The Joint Committee agreed that sections 72, 73 and 74 of the Act and 
the National Policy Direction requirements have all been satisfied, and 

recommended as such to both Councils.  Section 75(2) requires that the 
report must provide the Councils' decisions on the Plan and the reasons 

for accepting or rejecting the submissions received on the proposal. 

6.12 The report ‘Tasman Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan - 
Submissions, Councils Decision Report’ is attached (Attachment 4) and is 

the full version of the decisions made for this section 75 report. The 
above report provides detail on the changes identified in point 5.3 above 

and all the recommendations made by the Joint Committee which now 
form the Council decision. 

6.13 If the Council approves the Plan and makes its decision on the Plan, via 

this section 75 report, the final decision report will be released to 
submitters. The Councils will also give public notice of their decisions 

under section 75(4) of the Act.  

6.14 The Plan will then be at a stage where there is a 15 working day 
opportunity for submitters or other parties (where they have been 

involved in the consultation process) to apply to the Environment Court 
to make changes to the Plan (section 76 of the Act). If there are no 

applications to the Environment Court, the final step in the Plan making 
process is to affix the seal of each Council under section 77 of the Act. If 
there are applications, the Environment Court must hold a public hearing 

with the outcome either to dismiss the application or to direct the 
Councils to modify the Plan, or to delete or insert a provision from or into 

the Plan respectively. 

6.15 As part of its deliberation the Joint Committee resolved that some pest 
inclusions requested by submitters should not form part of the Plan. 

Either they fall outside the restrictions placed on regional pest 
management plans by the National Policy Direction for Pest Management 

2015, or they would delay the preparation of the Plan. A record of these 
decisions is contained within the minutes of the Joint Committee meeting 
of 3 December 2018 and attached as Attachment 5. 
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 Financial or Budgetary Implications 

6.16 When the Plan is finally adopted there will be financial impacts for both 

Nelson City Council and Tasman District Council as a result of the new 
Plan.  

6.17 The key increases in Plan funding requirements are summarised, 
including cost implications (Nelson City Council costs are highlighted in 
bold italics), in the following table: 

1  

  Pest Actions planned, resulting from 

Joint Committee decision 

Cost implications  

per annum 

Approx. 

total 

costs  per 

annum 

($) 

Sabella  Moved to eradication, emphasis on 

ongoing elimination and site audits by 

TDC/NCC. Requires continued MPI 

financial support. 

TDC inspection costs 

- $5,000.  TDC and 

NCC costs - $40,000 

(split $20,000 each). 

(Additional NCC 

cost $20,000) 

45,000 

Knotweeds Moved to eradication, occupiers 

responsible for control, including TDC 

managed land. TDC may also assist 

with management plans for private 

occupiers. 

TDC inspection costs 

- $10,000 and TDC 

costs as an occupier 

- $20,000. 

30,000 

Climbing 

asparagus 

Containment control area extended in 

Golden Bay to include Wainui Bay 

area, including developing community 

led initiatives. 

TDC operational 

costs - $4,600 and 

TDC costs as 

occupier of road 

reserves - $5,000. 

9,600 

Taiwan 

cherry 

Moved to eradication, with TDC and 

NCC responsible for all control. 

TDC operational 

costs - $5,000 and 

TDC costs as 

occupier - $3,500. 

Nelson Nature 

control costs – 

$20,000 

(Additional NCC 

cost $20,000) 

28,500 

Abel 

Tasman NP 

and 

environs 

Site-led programme for private land 

enclaves, including TDC managed 

reserves 

Inspections by TDC - 

$5,000 and TDC 

costs as an occupier 

- $5,000 

10,000 

Purple 

pampas 

Encourage community groups to 

submit to TDC for site-led pest control 

efforts which might warrant inclusion 

in an RPMP programme. 

Potential additional 

site-led programmes 

costs if these are 

developed. 

5,000 

  Total per annum $128,100 
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6.18 In determining and recommending these additional programmes and 
activities (for TDC = $88,100 per annum and for NCC = $40,000 per 

annum), the Joint Committee acknowledged an anticipated increase in 
overall Plan operational costs of $1.28M over 10 years, and the impact 
this could have on rates in the longer-term. 

7. Options 

7.1 There are 2 options: 

• Approve the documentation as presented and make the Council 

decision on the Plan (contingent on approval from Tasman District 

Council, being the second to receive and consider this section 75 
report).  

• Require amendments to the documentation prior to its approval. If 

amendments are required there will be associated delay with releasing 
a Council decision and making the Regional Pest Management Plan 
operative. 

 

Option 1: Approve the Plan (preferred Option) 

Advantages • Enables decision to be released to submitters 

and the provisions of the Plan to become 
operative as soon as possible. 

Risks and 
Disadvantages 

• Requires additional budget to implement. 

Option 2: Require amendments prior to approval 

Advantages • Allows for further consideration of the Plan 

provisions. 

• Less budget required. 

Risks and 
Disadvantages 

• Delays releasing a Council decision and 

establishing an operative Plan. 

• Additional resources required to further 

develop the Plan before it is approved. 
 

8. Conclusion 

8.1 If the Council is satisfied with the Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest 
Management Plan, and the supporting documentation as outlined in the 
report, it will need to adopt and release its decision, in accordance with 

the provisions of the Biosecurity Act 1993. 
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9. Next Steps 

9.1 When the Council decisions on the Plan are made and notified, the 15 

working day provision for submitters to appeal to the Environment Court 
begins. If no appeals are made the Councils’ seals can be affixed 

accordingly and the Plan becomes operative. 

 

 

Author:   Richard Frizzell, Environmental Programmes Officer  

Attachments 

Attachment 1: (A2129140) Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan 
2019-2029 for adoption (Circulated separately)   

Attachment 2: (A2145671) Biosecurity Act 1993 section 74 requirements 
(Circulated separately)   

Attachment 3: (A2136847) Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan - 
Biosecuriy Act 1993 sections 72, 73, & 74 analysis (Circulated 
separately)   

Attachment 4: (A2136858) Tasman-Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan - 
Submissions Decision Report (Circulated separately)   

Attachment 5: (A2136796) Joint Regional Pest Management Committee 
Minutes 3 December 2018 (Circulated separately)   
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Important considerations for decision making 

1. Fit with Purpose of Local Government 

The report and recommendations outline how Council will address key pest 
issues across the Regions and community consultation undertaken to 
achieve this. A consistent and cost-effective approach to pest 

management across the Nelson-Tasman regions is achieved by working 
jointly with Tasman District Council. It also provides a valuable service for 

the Nelson community, ensuring environmental and economic risks from 
pets are effectively addressed. 

2. Consistency with Community Outcomes and Council Policy 

The report and recommendations detail how the Council will manage key 
pests and align with the vision of “Enhancing community wellbeing and 

quality of life” by providing a framework for efficient and effective pest 
management and making best use of available resources. This contributes 

to the Council’s following Community Outcomes in particular: 

• Our unique natural environment is healthy and protected 

• Our urban and rural environments are people friendly, well planned 

and sustainably managed 

3. Risk 

There are potentially business risk impacts for both Nelson City Council 
and Tasman District Council if there is an application to the Environment 
Court regarding Councils’ decisions on the Plan, under section 76 of the 
Biosecurity Act 1993. There would be costs directly attributable to having 

to participate in the appeal process and further associated delays in the 
implementation of an operative Plan. 

4. Financial impact 

If the Plan is finally adopted as recommended implementing it will require 

additional Council funding of $40,000 per annum. 

5. Degree of significance and level of engagement 

This matter is of medium to high significance given the importance that a 
regional pest management plan has on the economic, environmental, 
social and cultural well-being of the Regions it covers. There are a number 

of persons, organisations and agencies affected by, and/or interested in, 
the issues and outcomes. 

Consultation and engagement on the Proposal is a requirement under 
section 72 of the Biosecurity Act 1993. There has been a high level of 
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engagement with public and stakeholders (as detailed in Joint Committee 
recommendations and Minutes). 

6. Inclusion of Māori in the decision making process 

Māori were included in key stakeholder consultation during the drafting 
process of the Plan and two iwi submitted on the Proposal.  

7. Delegations 

The Council has responsibilities and powers to adopt a Pest Management 
Plan under the Biosecurity Act 1993. 
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