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DC.1 Introduction 

The Dear Cottages Heritage Precinct comprises a parcel of land which was developed by 
William Dear (1845-1915), an English bricklayer, in 1886-87. It is somewhat ironic that the 
five matching cottages in the precinct that can be absolutely attributed to Dear are timber 
buildings, and not the brick for which he was known. 

These small-scale dwellings provide an example of mid-Victorian intensification in Nelson, 
whereby a large lot was subdivided to create a handful of small parcels for modest, 5-
room dwellings. A shop has been part of the group since at least 1932, although a survey 
plan drawn up in November of that year shows the commercial building was originally 
independent of the brick cottage (see SO 15207). 

DC.2 History 

William Dear and his wife Harriet emigrated to New Zealand from England in 1874, 
bringing with them their two sons. The passenger list of the ship Conflict recorded 
William’s occupation as a bricklayer. The Dears had another two sons and a daughter 
after they arrived in New Zealand.  

Initially the Dears settled in Wellington, where William was reportedly involved in major 
building projects such as the Wellington Hospital, Supreme Court and Government 
Buildings. The family had relocated to Nelson by April 1883, at which time it was reported 
that William Dear had the contract to build a terrace of brick cottages for use as alms 
houses by the Public Trustee at the junction of Wellington and Examiner Streets, west of 



Waimea (late Rutherford) Street. In 1885 the Dear family lived on a property on Waimea 
Street, south of Examiner Street. 

 
One of the Dear cottages in Rutherford Street (43551, Nelson Provincial Museum) 

William Dear built five timber cottages on the west side of Rutherford Street, north of its 
intersection with Wellington Street, in late 1886 / early 1887. Survey plans dated 3 
February and 16 June 1887 show the position of the cottages located at 216-224 
Rutherford Street inclusive; 216, 218 and 220 are shown on the February plan and Nos. 
222 and 224 are shown on the June one (see below). A number of buildings erected by 
William Dear, including the five timber cottages and a brick cottage that was very likely 
that at 226 Rutherford Street, were offered for sale in March 1887; survey plan NN_A_346 
dated June 1887 records that 222 and 224 were then occupied by weekly tenants. 

Dear was a well-regarded builder but not, it would appear, a successful developer. He 
filed for bankruptcy on 30 September 1887 and the first meeting of Dear’s creditors was 
held the following month; at which time the Permanent Building Society was noted as a 
secured creditor, having a mortgage over the five timber cottages on part Section 659. 
Dear also owed £470 to his lawyer CY Fell for the purchase of the corner site, with a ‘brick 
house thereon’ (Colonist 8 October 1887, p. 3). While it remains unconfirmed whether 
Dear built this cottage and, if he did, at what date, the cottage’s design and brick 
construction suggests that it may have been the first built by Dear on part Section 659 
and that he built the other five cottages in timber to save on material costs.  

After over-extending himself developing the Rutherford Street property and duly being 
declared bankrupt, Dear returned to Wellington where he appears to have rebuilt his 
fortunes. In 1894, for example, he patented an earthquake-resistant construction method 
using galvanised iron in tandem with timber framing elements.  

Dear’s wife Harriet died in Wellington in 1898 and William later moved to Hamilton in 
about 1910. At the time of his death in 1915 he was working as a building inspector in 



Frankton, a suburb of Hamilton. Dear’s death notice described him as a ‘bricklayer (late 
of Wellington)’ (Evening Post 27 April 1915, p. 1). He was survived by all of his children. 

 

DC.3 Visual Characteristics  

DC.3.1 Height and Roof Form 

The cottages are single storey. All but No. 226 have gabled roofs with the ridgeline of each 
in line with its neighbours. 226 has a hipped roof.  

DC.3.2 Closeness to the Street and Side Boundaries 

The cottages are close to one another and to the street and therefore form a compact 
and coherent group. A low-level picket fence demarcates each street front and creates a 
small garden. The side yards are minimal.  

DC.3.3 Materials and Detailing  

The five timber-framed cottages are clad in rusticated weatherboards with corrugated 
metal roofing. The sixth cottage is of brick construction. The original materials are a very 
important part of the character of the houses and they should be maintained.  



 
Brick cottage with hipped roof and slightly arch-headed door and window openings 

(Mike Scott, 2019) 
 
DC.3.4 Windows and Doors  

The street elevations are very simple with a symmetrical arrangement of sash windows 
flanking central entrance doors. Inappropriate replacement of entrance doors and 
windows can undermine the integrity of the historic streetscape.  

DC.3.5 Verandas  

The original cottages did not have verandas or porches, although they have been added 
to several cottages. 

DC.3.6 Fencing  

The relationship of the cottages to the public domain depends on the openness of the 
properties to the street. A low wooden picket fence is ideal for this purpose, defining the 
boundary, but maintaining openness and historic authenticity. High fences are 
inappropriate.  

DC.3.7 Garaging  

No on-site parking is possible because of the proximity of the cottages to the street and 
side boundaries. Accordingly, for existing houses in the precinct there is no requirement 
for off-street car parking.  
 



 
A veranda has been added to this cottage but it retains its rusticated weatherboard cladding 
and symmetrical façade with door with fanlight flanked by double-hung sash windows (Mike 

Scott, 2019) 
 
 
DC.4 Performance Guidelines  

Applications for resource consent will be evaluated for their alignment with the following 
guidelines. 

DC.4.1 Scheduled Heritage Buildings 

The scheduled heritage buildings in the Dear Cottage precinct are the defining elements 
of the precinct. Proposals relating to scheduled buildings are appropriate where:  

a)   Group A and B buildings are retained in all but exceptional circumstances, with 
demolition or removal a last resort  

b)   additions or alterations continue the use of authentic materials in keeping with the 
original dwelling is encouraged. 

DC.4.2 New Dwellings 

New dwellings within a heritage precinct, whether due to removal of an existing dwelling 
and replacement, or construction of a second dwelling, also have the potential to 
adversely affect the character of the precinct, unless done in a sympathetic manner. 
Proposals for new dwellings are appropriate where: 

a)   the new building is designed in such a way as to maintain and enhance the historic 
character of the streetscape;  

b)   the form and scale of new work is in keeping with the existing houses when viewed 
from the street;   



c)    materials used complement and enhance the historic character of the precinct;  

e)   houses are single storey with roofs in keeping with existing form, height and pitch 
when viewed from the street;   

f)   the street boundary line is maintained.  

DC4.3 Accessory Buildings  

A garage at 226 Rutherford Street is appropriate where it is designed in sympathy with 
the existing house in form, details and use of materials when viewed from the street.  

No accessory buildings, including garages, are appropriate between the houses and the 
boundary with Rutherford Street. 

DC4.4 Fences  

Timber picket fences, a maximum of 900 mm in height from footpath level are 
appropriate for new fences on street frontages.  

 

 


