
If you are a group or individual working 
to improve the health of Nelson’s natural 
environment, you may be eligible for 
funding support through the Nelson City 
Council Environmental Grants scheme. 
Priorities for the February 2022 grants  
round are: 

•  Community projects*  to enhance 
biodiversity through pest animal control 
(e.g. rats, stoats, goats, possums)  

• Projects that protect and restore 
Significant Natural Areas 

•  Projects that reduce erosion on farming 
and forestry land 

•  Projects that restore waterway margins 

*Community projects are those that involve 
three or more landowners and/or involve 
public land. 

If your project doesn’t meet one or more 
of these priorities, or it involves work in a 
Nelson City Council Park or Reserve, please 
contact us to discuss your project before 
completing the application.

To find out more:

nelson.govt.nz/environmental- 
grants-scheme

nelson.nature@ncc.govt.nz 

03 546 0200

Environmental Grant Funding
Open Tuesday 1 February - Friday 4 March 2022

Bringing the wild into our life...Nelson Nature

Find out more at  
www.nelsonnature.nz

Proudly supported by...

Native manu/bird haven on our doorstep 
Nelson City Council is looking to safeguard the ecology of the Wakapuaka Sandflats Reserve, a 
highly important coastal environment that is home to a number of unique habitats and species. 

The Wakapuaka Sandflats Reserve behind the Boulder 
Bank includes saltmarsh, wetland and brackish lagoons, 
now rare habitats in the Whakatū Nelson region. 

Of particular note is the diversity of endemic manu/bird 
species that live here: species such as the New Zealand 
weweia/dabchick, koitareke/marsh crake, moho pererū/
banded rail and mātātā/fernbird, that call this area 
home. Most of these wetland birds are declining and at 
risk of extinction in New Zealand. 

The wider Department of Conservation (DOC) and 
Council-managed sandflats area is also home to weka 
and native lizards, including the threatened Northern 
spotted skink.  

An extensive predator-trapping programme throughout 
the Wakapuaka Sandflats Reserve will begin in 2022 
alongside an extension to the existing trapping 
undertaken by DOC along the Boulder Bank. 

The Boulder Bank, known to Māori as Te Taero a 
Kereopa or Te Tahuna a Tama-i-ea, and Nelson Haven 
estuary hold internationally important numbers of 
breeding tōrea/variable oystercatchers, as well as 
significant numbers of gulls, terns, pohowera/banded 
dotterels, migratory shorebirds (e.g. tarakakao/bar-
tailed godwits) and other fauna and flora unique to the 
estuary and coast.

Birds New Zealand Te Kāhui Mātai Manu 
o Aotearoa mātātā/fernbird project
The mātātā/fernbird has a conservation status of at risk/
declining. Historic and ongoing habitat loss through 
wetland destruction is a major threat to our mātātā/
fernbird populations. As fernbirds are poor flyers and 
inhabit low-growing vegetation they are easy prey for 
rats, stoats and cats and they have disappeared from 
large areas of Aotearoa New Zealand. 

However, mātātā are still present at Wakapuaka 
Sandflats, and this vital population has seen BirdsNZ 
initiate a fernbird-banding project to help increase our 
understanding of the population and assist Council 
in monitoring the success of the predator-trapping 
programme. 

BirdsNZ are capturing and applying colour bands to the 
legs of fernbirds in the Wakapuaka Sandflats Reserve 
to understand more about the movements, distribution 
and breeding patterns of these birds. The colour bands 
allow each bird to be individually identified in the field. 
This project was recently given a boost when BirdsNZ 
secured a Nelson City Council Environmental Grant of 
just over $2000 to purchase equipment to support this 
programme.

To further ensure that this bird species is protected, 
Council’s Wakapuaka Sandflats restoration and 
predator-control programme will help to reduce 
numbers of mammalian predators such as rats and 
weasels, allowing fernbirds and other native wildlife to 
recover and hopefully expand into new areas. 

Increased numbers will help these populations become 
more resilient in the face of further loss of coastal 
habitat and changing climatic conditions. 

How can you help? 
Traps installed for predator control will be checked by 
keen volunteers. If you are interested in being part of 
this project, please email nelson.nature@ncc.govt.nz to 
register your interest. It is expected that trapping will 
commence later in 2022. 

If you are taking a stroll through the Wakapuaka 
Sandflats area, avoid walking or letting your dog run 
through areas of dense vegetation where fernbirds may 
be living. 
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